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Romantic writers often asserted their individuality, but this asser-
tion tended to take the form of positioning themselves in relation to 
other authors and literary texts. Thus they implicitly acknowledged 
the rich network of broadly understood poetic dialogue as an im-
portant and potent source for their own creativity. When in 1816 
John Keats wrote “Great spirits now on earth are sojourning,” he 
celebrated the originality of his contemporaries and the historical 
significance of his times, pointing to deep interest in “the hum of 
mighty works” in all the fields of human activity, to which “the na-
tions” ought to listen. Keats’s sonnet suggests not only stimulating 
exchanges between poets, artists and social thinkers in the same lan-
guage, but also the idea of transnational appreciation and dialogue.
The volume takes up this idea and explores the dialogues of Roman-
tic authors within the wide scope of European and American cul-
tures. Essays by scholars from Germany, Britain, Bulgaria, Poland, 
Canada and the United States of America examine Romantic writ-
ers’ responses to their contemporaries, explore their dialogues with 
the culture of the past, and their interactions across the arts and 
sciences. They also scrutinize the Romantics’ far-reaching influence 
on later writers and artists, and thus extend the network of artistic 
exchange to modern times. The volume offers a rich tapestry of inter-
connections that span across time and space, interlace languages and 
cultures, and link Romantic writers and artists with their predeces-
sors and successors across Europe and America. The essays in the col-
lection invite the reader to join ongoing dialogues between writers 
and their audiences, of the past and present.
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